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Schools play a pivotal role in children’s learning experiences and exposure to various influences, including food and beverages choices.

Our sector has a longstanding voluntary commitment to act responsibly in EU schools. This commitment recognises that parents and

caregivers wish to retain responsibility for what their children eat and drink.

OUR COMMITMENT

Our sector is committed not to sell soft drinks in primary schools (through direct distribution).

In secondary schools, the only soft drinks we sell are low- and no-calorie (through direct distribution) and only in non-branded vending
machines, without logos or commercial communications.

OUR PROGRESS

UNESDA corporate members reported to be highly compliant with the sector’s school policies in the three EU countries selected for the 2024
monitoring, conducted by third-party auditors BVA-BDRC.:
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The monitoring of UNESDA's school commitments is performed every two years in a group of different countries where there is a voluntary
school commitment in place to provide a diversified sample of larger and smaller countries from different parts of the EU.

Check out our latest progress report

OUR JOURNEY SO FAR

Swipe the timeline to the side see the full journey

No sales of soft drinks in EU primary
schools (through direct distribution)

We intensified our efforts to ensure that
our school commitments are
implemented across the EU and to
address any pockets of non-compliance

unless otherwise requested by school
authorities.

Only use unbranded vending machines

in EU secondary schools (through direct

in schools, making third-party
distributors aware of the UNESDA
- commitments.

distribution), respecting the

2017
(further commitment)

~ commercial-free nature of schools.

2006
(original commitment )

2021

(enhanced commitment) We updated our original commitment

by pledging that the only soft drinks
sold in EU secondary schools (through
direct distribution) are low- and no-
calorie. If available, these are only in
non-branded vending machines,
without logos or commercial
communications. In situations where
schools are served by wholesalers and
third parties, the industry will brief them
directly and encourage them to support
- the UNESDA policy.

Want to know more about our other commitments?
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UNESDA provides this information site to keep its members and other visitors
informed about the activities and achievements of the association.




